The region's current state system is the result of three historical processes. The À rst is the long-term historical evolution of the region's politics and cultures. The second is colonial and post-colonial developments, in particular the disintegration of the Islamic empires as a result of both exogenous intervention and indigenous pressures in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, which were also instrumental in the making of the region's independent nation-states. The À nal process was the end of the Cold War, the disintegration of the Soviet Union, and the emergence of the newly independent states of former Soviet Central Asia and the Caucasus, or Central Eurasia (CEA).
This part of the world is a power vacuum, fossil fuel-rich but lagging behind other major world regions in industrial development. As a trade link and area of transit, the region connects European centers with the resource-rich countries of the Middle East and Caspian Sea, leads to the large markets of the highly populated states in the Indian Ocean and AsiaPaciÀ c area, and connects North Eastern and Central Europe with countries on the Mediterranean rim. These links could lead to the formation of a mutual zone of economic and political interests for Europe and Asia.
In terms of culture, natural ecology, systems of survival, and even family structures, the area under study is very diverse. The agro-aristocratic Islamic empires-as well as the contemporary states that replaced them-ruled over diverse religious, linguistic, and ethnic groupings. Being "Muslim" is not a strict regional feature either, as most Muslims live outside of the region and millions of Christians and Jews have lived inside the region for centuries (see Karpat 1988: 39-45) . Internal regional differences are deÀ -nitely important for understanding the diversity of ways in which peoples respond to invading Western powers.
On the one hand, this anthology is a historical-comparative study of state and society complexes in selected Greater Middle Eastern countries from Napoleon's invasion of Ottoman Egypt in 1798 until today. This was the era of sequential industrialization. We pay speciÀ c attention to development
